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H.  R.  958 


To  amend  titlo  X^^II  of  the  Social  Security  Act  to  restore  the  nonapplicability 
of  private  contracts  for  tiie  pro\ision  of  Medicaiv  benefits. 


IN  TIIE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATR^S 
March  3,  1999 

Mr.  Kleczka  (for  liimself,  Mr.  RaVNCiEL,  Mr.  DiNGELL,  Mr.  Stakk,  Mr. 
Waxman,  Mr.  JIt'DERMOTT,  Mr.  CiVRDix,  Mr.  B^vltKETT  of  Wisconsin, 
Mr.  PliANK  of  Massacliusetts,  Mr.  FORD,  Ms.  Pelosi,  Mr.  BoKSlvl,  Ms. 
Browx  of  Florida,  Mr.  SiVXDERS,  Ms.  DeLauro,  Ms.  KlLPATRlCK,  Mr. 
IIlXCIIEY,  Mr.  PiVLLOXE,  Mr.  Towxs,  Ms.  MiLLEXDER-McDoxALU,  Mr. 
Thompson'  of  Mississippi,  Ms.  RniiRS,  Mr.  Greex  of  Texas,  Mr.  Da\1S 
of  Florida,  Mr.  Serrano,  Mrs.  Joxes  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Sandlin)  intro- 
duced the  following?  bill;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means,  and  in  addition  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  for  a  period 
to  be  subsequently  determined  by  the  Speaker,  in  each  case  for  consider- 
ation of  such  provisions  as  fall  within  the  jvirisdiction  of  the  committee 
cojicemed 


A  BILL 

To  amend  title  XX-lII  of  the  Social  Security  Act  to  restore 
the  nonap})licability  of  private  contracts  for  the  })ro\dsion 
of  Medicare  benefits. 

1  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

2  tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 


1  SECTION  1.  RESTORATION  OF  NONAPPLICABILITY  OF  PRI- 

2  VATE  CONTRACTS  FOR  THE  PROVISION  OF 

3  MEDICARE  BENEFITS. 

4  (a)  In  GEXEliAi.. — Section  1802  of  the  Social  Secu- 

5  rity  Act  (42  U.S.C.  1395a(b))  is  amended  by  striking  sub- 

6  section  (b),  as  added  by  section  4507(a)  of  the  Balanced 

7  Budget  Act  of  1997,  and  inserting'  the  following-  new  sub- 

8  section: 

9  "(b)  Pkoiiibition  on  Private  Contracts. — ^A  pro- 

10  -vision  of  any  contract,  agi-eement,  or  other  arrangement 

1 1  that  })rovides  for  waiver  of  the  claims  submission  require- 

12  ment  under  paragi-aph  (4)  of  section  1848(g),  for  the 

13  waiver  of  the  billing  hmitation  described  in  })aragraplis  (1) 

14  and  (2)  of  such  section,  or  for  both,  is  invahd  and  not 

15  enforceable.". 


16  (b)  CoNPXORMiNG  Amendments. — 

17  (1)  Section  1862(a)  of  the  Social  Security  Act 

18  (42  U.S.C.  1395y(a))  is  amended— 

19  (A)  by  striking  paragi-aph  (19);  and 

20  (B)  by  redesignating  i^aragraphs  (20)  and 

21  (21)  as  paragi-aphs  (19)  and  (20),  respectively. 

22  (2)  Subsection  (b)  of  section  4507  of  the  Bal- 

23  anced  Budget  Act  of  1997  (relating  to  report)  is  re- 

24  pealed. 

25  (c)  Effectrtc  Date. — The  amendments  made  by 


26  subsection  (a)  and  (b)(1)  shall  apply  to  items  and  services 
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fm-nishcxl  on  oi-  aftci-  the  date  of  the  eiiaetment  of  this 
Act,  \\'ith()nt  reg:ai-d  to  when  a  eontraet  or  other  arranp^e- 
ment  rehitinj>'  to  the  i)r(ndsion  of  such  items  or  sei-vices 
may  have  been  entei-ed  into. 
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